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I would like to say a few words about something that has always 
been in my mind. However much I may have studied,however much also 
I may have had to struggle and to travel all over the world,in my 
soul there has always remained shining a light and a unique memory. 
At the basis of the whole of my work there is a point to whic� I 
always return. without this memory it would be impossible for me to 
explain the essence of my work. This firm point,this memory which 
can never be cancelled I would like to evoke here in front of you 
all. It is a memory of a group of •a�N•& little children whom it 
was my privilege to meet. The whole of m:y wor�;all I have done since, 

... "'> has its origin in this encounter. My mission began there. 

There still is a general lack of understanding of the importance 
of my first experi�ent in the field of education. There were,and still 
are ,many heated discussions abo•ut it. Therefore also I would like to 
return a while with you to th�s point. I would like to illustrate 1t 
a bit and to explain the phenomenon of those wonderful children of

whom the whole world would talk,of the prodigies they showed,those 
poor,small little children whose parents were illiterate and lived 
in the greatest misery. 

The prodigies they showed concerned their character and their mind. 
They were seen to change their character. They net 1F �howed a mar= 

, �l 

vellous discipline in their environment of great freedo�{t'heir, orderly 
behavi-our was ex:ceptional. They were kind, they revealed a moving sense 
for beauty. They met everyone with great gentleness and good manners, 
though nobody had taught them anything. They .were very obedient and 
their obedience was capable of great sacrifice,of great patience. It 
was full of zeal and interest. 

I am aware that I am singing a eyljn of praise of these children. 
But should we not also ask who educated them so that they might achieve 
all this? Certainly not their parents who themselves lacked all educa= 
tion. Not either those whom people might have called their teachers who 
were not teachers. Most certainly not I either. I would never have had 
the time to give such an extraordinary education. Besides,I was a doctor 
of medicine,not an educationist. Nobody had• made up his mind to teach 
them anything of this kind. Nobody had thought either of teaching them 
for instance reading or writing,and yet they also started very soon to 
read and to write. 

Who,then,was the worker of this miracle? 

Unless this question be asked,it is impossible to explain the real 
value and the real importance of this work. Bu�,in order that this 
genuine triumph may be explained and the principles that would 'evolve 
from it may be accepted,it is necessar� that there be accepted the same 
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